
 
Suggested Short Break – Upstream to Stanwick Lakes/Ditchford and return (4 nights) 
 
40 miles, 22 locks,18 hours approx. 
 
Overnight Moorings 
 
Monday night – Wadenhoe 
Tuesday night – Stanwick Lakes/Ditchford 
Wednesday night – Woodford 
Thursday night – Wadenhoe 
 
This is a four day holiday from Oundle to Stanwick Lakes/Ditchford and return 
 
Day 1 – Oundle to Wadenhoe (2 hours)  

You start your journey from our base at Oundle. Oundle is an ancient market town on the River Nene, Northamptonshire. The town 

has been occupied since the Iron Age and was originally a trading place and market for local farmers and craftsmen. It is full of 

delightful honey coloured stone buildings and its skyline is dominated by the elegant spire of the 13th century church of St Peter. 

As you journey upriver through open farmland, you pass by Lilford Hall built in 1635.The river passes under the gracefully arched 

stone bridge before reaching Lilford Lock which is beautifully located in a wooded area called ‘the Linches’ where an air of 

tranquillity descends on the boater. On your first night, stop on the moorings at the King’s Head (patrons only – it is advisable to 

book in advance if you are planning to eat here). As well as the King’s Head there is a lovely tea room in the village. If you have 

provisions for the night there is another mooring on a small island a quarter of a mile or so further along the river. This mooring is 

managed by the Friends of the River Nene.  

 

Day 2 – Wadenhoe to Stanwick Lakes/Ditchford (5/7.5 hours)  

From Wadenhoe, the river curves east then west as it skirts the villages of Aldwincle and Thorpe Waterville. Upstream from 

Thrapston, you pass under the impressive arched viaduct which used to carry the Kettering to Huntingdon Line. The landscape 

widens as the river travels through the watermeadows at Denford. The Cock is a short walk from Denford Lock.  The river continues 

to twist and turn through Woodford and Ringstead and just after Lower Ringstead Lock, is Willy Watt Marina and Woodford Mill, 

now a tea room with a working waterwheel. About half and hours cruise away from Upper Ringstead Lock you reach the mooring at 

Stanwick Lakes, signposted and managed by Friends of the River Nene. This is a great mooring if you have children with you! 

Stanwick Lakes has a number of walks, open spaces, a cycle hire shop and children’s play areas.  The visitor centre has a café 

and shop which is open throughout the year.  Check their website for further details. If you want to carry on a bit further, you can 

stop at Ditchford Ski Club moorings, on the left hand bank between Ditchford and Lower Wellingborough Locks. The mooring is 

signposted and managed by Friends of the River Nene. There are no shops or pubs near to this mooring. 

 

Day 3 – Ditchford/Stanwick Lakes to Woodford (2/4 hours)  

You have reached the turning point of your trip. Journey back downstream passing Upper and Lower Ringstead Locks and the 

private moorings at Woodford Riverside. On the left hand bank going upstream, just below the church you can stop at the Friends 

of the River Nene Mooring (marked by a sign, if the horses haven't demolished it). From here you can walk up the footpath, past 

the church and into the village. There is a farm shop, village shop, fish and chip shop and the Duke's Arms pub on the village 

green.  

 

Day 4 – Woodford to Wadenhoe (3 hours)  

Heading back downstream towards Oundle, you journey back towards Wadenhoe where you can either stay at Pear Tree Farm 

moorings or The King’s Head at Wadenhoe for your final night.  You are about an hour and half cruise away from our base.  You 

are of course welcome to spend the night on Sammy’s mooring back at Barnwell. 

  


