
 

 

 
 

 
 
Two Night Mini Break – Suggested Route 
 
20 miles, 11 locks, 10/12 hours 
 
 
Overnight Moorings 
 
Friday Night – Fotheringhay 
Saturday Night – Wadenhoe  
 
 
This is a two day boat holiday from Oundle to Fotheringhay and Wadenhoe 
 

Day 1 – Oundle to Fotheringhay (3.5 hours) 

Start your journey from our base near Oundle. Oundle is an ancient market town on the River Nene. The town has been occupied 

since the Iron Age and was originally a trading place and market for local farmers and craftsmen. It is full of delightful honey 

coloured stone buildings and its skyline is dominated by the elegant spire of the 13th century church of St Peter.  

On your first night, you will stop at Fotheringhay where there are some delightful moorings below the church of St Mary & All Saints 

or on the other side of the 18th century arched bridge by the castle mound. The farmer charges £5 per night and will come and 

collect the money at some point during your stay. Fotheringhay Castle was the birth place of Richard III and the execution site of 

Mary, Queen of Scots. About a five minute walk from the river bank you will find the Falcon Inn. If you plan to eat at the Falcon it is 

worth booking in advance.  

Day 2 – Fotheringhay to Wadenhoe (6 hours) 

Turn around near Fotheringhay and continue back upstream towards Oundle, passing back through Ashton and Upper Barnwell 

Lock. As you journey upriver through open farmland, the banks become more wooded as you pass by Lilford Hall built in 1635. The 

Saxon village which once existed nearby was demolished in the 18th century to create the surrounding parkland. The 4th Lord 

Lilford was known for introducing the Little Owl to Great Britain. The river passes under the gracefully arched stone bridge before 

reaching Lilford Lock which is beautifully located in a wooded area called ‘the Linches’. Look out for the remains of an old folly built 

by Lord Lilford on the left hand bank in the distance. For your second night you can stop on the moorings at The King’s Head 

(patrons only and book in advance if you want to eat at the pub). There is a lovely tea room in the village but no shop.  If you have 

provisions for the night there is an idyllic mooring on a small island 20 minutes or so further along the river which you can use. This 

mooring is signposted and managed by the Friends of the River Nene. 

You are about an hour and half cruise away from our base.  You are of course welcome to spend the night on Sammy’s mooring 

back at Barnwell. 

 


