
 
 
Suggested One Week Break – Downstream to March via the Middle Level Navigation and return (7 nights) 
 
84 miles, 26 locks, 35 hours (total) 
 
Overnight Moorings 
 
Night 1 – Fotheringhay 
Night 2 – Alwalton/Ferry Meadows 
Night 3 – Whittlesey Leisure Centre (Middle Level) 
Night 4 – March Town Moorings (Middle Level) 
Night 5 – Peterborough Embankment 
Night 6 – Elton/Fotheringhay 
Night 7 – OundleTown Bridge/Oundle Cruising Club 
 
This is a seven day boat holiday from Oundle to March and return following part of the Old Course of the River Nene via the Middle 
Level Navigation. 
 

Day 1 – Oundle to Fotheringhay (3.5 hours)  

You start your journey from our base at Oundle.  

Oundle is an ancient market town on the River Nene, Northamptonshire. The town has been occupied since the Iron Age and was 

originally a trading place and market for local farmers and craftsmen. It is full of delightful honey coloured stone buildings and its 

skyline is dominated by the elegant spire of the 13th century church of St Peter.  

On your first night, you will stop at Fotheringhay where there are some delightful moorings below the church of St Mary & All Saints 

or on the other side of the 18th century arched bridge by the castle mound. The farmer charges £4 per night and will come and 

collect the money at some point during your stay. Fotheringhay Castle was the birth place of Richard III and the execution site of 

Mary, Queen of Scots. The church is the burial place of Richard Plantagenet, 3rd Duke of York and Cecily Neville, Duchess of 

York, the parents of Edward IV and Richard III. If you make a visit to the church, you can see their memorials. About a two minute 

walk from the river bank you will find the Falcon Inn. If you plan to eat at the Falcon, it is worth booking in advance.  

Day 2 – Fotheringhay to Alwalton/Ferry Meadows (5.5 hours)  

The journey downriver continues through some beautiful stretches of countryside, skirting the villages of Warmington, Nassington 

and Elton. You pass by Wansford-in-England and under the old arched bridge which used to carry the Great North Road. The A1 

now crosses the river via a modern bridge a little further on. The scenery along this part of the Nene becomes one of peaceful 

willow lined water meadows as you journey on through the tiny hamlets of Water Newton and Castor. This area of the Nene Valley 

is famous for its Roman connections and is near to the site of the old Roman town of Durobrivae. In Roman times there was a 

major pottery industry near here and Castorware as it was known was shipped throughout the Roman Empire. Alwalton is a pretty 

little village on the outskirts of Peterborough and you can moor along the old millstream immediately before the lock going 

downstream or you can use the ‘Friends of the River Nene’ mooring on the opposite bank down the millstream. As you walk up the 

hill and into the village you can still see some of the remains of the old mill. Alwalton has a shop, tea room and The Cuckoo Inn. 

Across from the lock, you can see the remains of Castor Tower Mill or Windmill and a little further on from the lock there is an area 

known as ‘The Lynches’ which marks the site of a Roman marble quarry. Just a little further on from Alwalton, is Ferry Meadows 

Country Park . At Bluebell Bridge a channel off the main river takes you into the park's Overton Lake where there are some floating 

pontoon moorings for boats.  

 

 

 



Day 3 – Alwalton/Ferry Meadows to Whittlesey (5 hours)  

 

After passing through Orton Lock and the arched Town Bridge at Peterborough, the Embankment is along the left hand side going 

downstream. The river navigation divides at Peterborough and the channel to the right underneath the railway bridge takes you to 

Stanground Lock and passage to the Middle Level navigation. Stanground Lock is a manned lock and the lock keeper will need 24 

hours notice of your intention to use the lock. You can contact the lock keeper on 07824 600470 or 01733 566413 to book passage 

 

On leaving the lock you are now on the King’s Dyke, named after King Canute who allegedly caused it to be cut. The scenery 

changes to open Fenland as you leave Peterborough behind. The banks become noticeably higher and lined with reeds and flag 

iris. As you approach Whittlesey, the river becomes very narrow, flowing through a deep channel as it becomes the Briggate River. 

There is a very sharp 90º bend to the right (the Briggate Bend) which needs to be taken very slowly, please look out for any 

oncoming vessels. After passing an old pillbox on the right hand side and just before reaching Ashline Lock there is a length of 

short stay visitor moorings next to the leisure centre from where you can access Whittlesey. The town sits on the Western edge of 

the Fens and is famous for the Whittlesey Straw Bear Festival held every January on the Tuesday after Plough Monday. Whittlesey 

has two lovely churches and a number of pubs and shops. The Whittlesey Washes between Morton’s Leam and the River Nene 

used to frequently freeze in winter and were well known for skating.  

Day 4 – Whittlesey to March (4/5 hours)  

After passing through Ashline Lock (manually operated and you need a special windlass which you will find on the boat) and under 

the Turningtree Bridge you are now on the Whittlesey Dyke. Look out for the large number of old pillboxes lining the banks 

throughout the Middle Level, reminders of WW2. At Angle Bridge the dyke is crossed by Bevill’s Leam and carrying on towards 

March the river is crossed by the Greenwich Meridian Line near Flood’s Ferry. Around Flood’s Ferry, the Whittlesey Dyke becomes 

the River Nene (Old Course). On reaching March there are short stay moorings on either side of the Town Bridge. March has a 

number of shops, pubs, restaurants and a Museum. St Wendreda’s Church is worth a visit with its beautiful hammer beam roof with 

120 carved angels. There is nowhere to turn the boat around in March, so you will need to carry on for about half an hour to the 

junction with the Twenty Foot River on the left hand side and turn here.  

Day 5 – March to Peterborough Embankment (5.5 hours)  

After turning around, head back towards Stanground, don’t forget to contact the lock keeper 24 hours before you intend to use the 

lock. Remember to take care when navigating round the Briggate Bend just after Ashline lock. After leaving Stanground, carry on 

back down the short channel, under the railway bridge and turn left. On arrival at Peterborough, there are plenty of moorings along 

the Embankment where you can stop and explore the City. Peterborough has all the usual shops you would expect to find plus a 

magnificent Cathedral where Katharine of Aragon, the first wife of Henry VIII is buried. You can also pay a visit to the Bronze Age 

archaeological site at Flag Fen. The site is accessible on foot from the Embankment along the Nene Way, just follow the signs. It is 

about a 40 minute walk, depending where on the Embankment you moor. Flag Fen is worth a visit to see the reconstructed Bronze 

Age Village and prehistoric causeway. Two large barges are moored along the Embankment, Charters is a bar and The Grain 

Barge is a Chinese restaurant.  

Day 6 – Peterborough Embankment to Elton (6 hours)  

On reaching Elton lock, carry on through and there is an area to moor on the left hand bank. From here you can access Elton 

village. Walk past the lock and the abandoned mill and follow the footpath into the centre of the village. Provisions can be 

purchased at the shop/post office in Middle Street. The Crown Inn on the village green serves good food. There is also a Loch Fyne 

seafood restaurant near to Elton Hall. The stately home and gardens on the edge of the village is the seat of the Proby family and 

is open to the public from May to August. If you chose not to stop at Elton, you can carry on a little further to Fotheringhay and 

spend the night there. 

Day 7 – Elton to Oundle Town Bridge/Oundle Cruising Club (3/4.5 hours)  

There are some unofficial moorings on the right hand bank just after Oundle Town Bridge before you get to Ashton Lock. There is 

easy access to the town centre and Waitrose from here (10 minute walk) or you could visit the Tap & Kitchen restaurant just over 

the bridge at Oundle Wharf (booking is advisable if you are going to eat here).  Please note, there are sometimes fishing matches 

along this part of the river, particularly at weekends.  The fishermen are generally fine if you are polite and tell them you will be 

mooring overnight and moving on the next day. Alternatively, if you want to access Oundle you can use Oundle Cruising Club 

moorings, just upstream of the marina entrance before Upper Barnwell Lock. Moor on the outside bank and not in the marina.  

Please note if you moor at the Club moorings you will need to use the fob provided on your boat keys to operate the main gate of 

the marina after 5pm. You are also welcome to moor overnight on Sammy’s mooring back at base. 

Our base is approximately 2.5 hours cruising time from Oundle Town Bridge (you will need to set off early to return the boat by 

10am). Alternatively, if you would like a more leisurely cruise on the final morning our base is only half an hour from Oundle 

Cruising Club. 

 


